
Blessed Agnès de Jesus Galand
(Agnes de Langeac)

Born 17 November 1602, Le Puy-en-Velay, Haute-Loire, France
Died 19 October 1634, Langeac, Haute-Loire, France

At age twenty-nine, Agnes was deposed as the prioress of her small Dominican
convent.  The community that had once honoured Agnes as a miracle worker had
turned on her.  She accepted her demotion with serenity, recognizing that God had
another plan for her.  Agnes soon experienced a vision in which the Blessed Mother
instructed her to pray for a troubled priest.  She had never met the priest and knew
nothing about him, yet she diligently followed Mary’s direction for the next three
years.

This is not surprising in a young woman who had considered herself a “slave of
Mary” since she was eight years old.  Agnes entered the convent at twenty-one and
the community immediately recognised her spiritual qualities.  Four years later, they
elected her prioress, until false charges and jealousy led to her removal.

After her vision of Mary, Agnes’ health began to fail.  She was bedridden when she
was informed that a priest had come to see her.  She recognized immediately that
this was the priest she had been praying for.  He was Jean Jaeques Olier and his own
story was equally miraculous. While on a spiritual retreat, he had dreamed about a
Dominican nun praying for him, and he had traced her to this convent.  Agnes
informed Olier that she had been praying for his cause for years.  With the help of
Agnes’ prayers, he overcame his spiritual crisis and went on to play a major role in
religious reform in France.  Agnes died in the odor of sanctity a few months later.

The Genius of Agnes de Jesus Galand:
Agnes’s genius was that, like Mary, she accepted God’s plan for her without
reservation.

Reflection:
“Whatever you do, do from the heart, as for the LORD and not for others, knowing that
you will receive from the LORD the due payment of the inheritance; be slaves to the
LORD Christ.”

Colossians 3.23-24
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