
Saint Joan of Arc
(Jeanne d’Arc)

Born 6 January 1412, Domremy, France
Died 30 May, 1431, Rouen, France

At age thirteen, Joan began hearing the voices of angels and saints.  By the time she
was sixteen, the voices were ordering her to save France, which was mired in a war
with England.  Joan pleaded, “I am a poor girl; I do not know how to ride or fight.”, but
Michael the Archangel insisted: “It is God who commands it.”

In March of 1429, Joan managed an interview with the beleaguered French king,
Charles VII.  He had swapped his royal robes with a courtier, but she recognised him
immediately.  Joan’s voices had also informed her of the king’s private doubts to his
own legitimacy, and she put those doubts to rest.  Convinced that Joan’s message
was divinely inspired, Charles put her in charge of a small army, which she led into
Orléans.  In one week Joan freed a city that had been under siege for seven months.
More battles followed, and after Joan drove the English out of France, she
conducted Charles to Reims, standing by as he was crowned king on 17 July 1429.
She left his court the following March in a dispute over tactics.  Two months later,
Joan was taken prisoner in Burgundy and sold to the English.  The ungrateful
Charles refused to ransom her, so the English turned Joan over to the French
ecclesiastics who put her through a disgraceful nine-month trial.  Joan was
convicted of heresy and witchcraft and burned at the stake in Rouen’s market
square.  When her heart remained incorrupt, it was thrown into the Seine, along with
her ashes.

Twenty years later, Joan’s case was reopened.  A new king, Charles VIII, ordered a
new trial and she was declared innocent in 1451.  To the shame of France and
England, it took almost five hundred years before she was finally canonised in 1920.
Today, Joan is patron saint of France, soldiers, and radio.

The Genius of Joan of Arc:
Fearless in battle, compassionate in victory, forgiving to those who betrayed her,
Joan remains a shining example of a faithful Christian soldier.

Reflection:
“No one is disgraced who waits for you, / but only those who lightly break faith.”

Psalm 25.3
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