
Saint Lillian of Córdoba
(Liliosa)

Saint Natalie of Córdoba
Died 27 July 852, Córdoba, Spain

Once Lillian and Natalie and their husbands agreed to become martyrs, the two
women simply went to Mass with their faces unveiled.  That was all it took to bring
on their sacrifice.

Lillian and Natalie came of age when southern Spain was controlled by the Moors,
who tolerated Christians only as long as they observed Muslim laws.  Both women
had been secretly baptised Christians, but they married into an extended Muslim
family.  Natalie discovered that her new husband, Aurelius, was also a secret
Christian.  Lillian married Aurelius’s cousin Felix, and after she brought him back to
the faith, the two couples began to yearn for a more openly Christian life.  Their
desire for martyrdom came gradually, especially after Aurelius saw a Christian
beaten and dragged through the streets by a crowd demanding death for anyone
who criticised Mohammed.  Next, Natalie visited the future saints Flora and Mary in
prison.  After Flora and Mary were executed, they appeared to Natalie in a dream
and pledged to send a monk who would help her receive the crown of martyrdom.
Natalie and Aurelius sold all their property and made a retreat to a monastery in the
nearby mountains.  A monk named George stopped there on his way to France after
many years in Jerusalem, and Natalie became convinced that Flora and Mary had
sent him.  George and the two couples formed the plan for Natalie and Lillian to
leave Mass with unveiled faces.  As expected, they were recognized by a Muslim
official.  He denounced them to the magistrate, who ordered the five of them
beheaded.  Other Christians managed to retrieve their bodies and bury them.  Six
years later their relics were taken to Paris, but they were lost during the Revolution.

The Genius of Lillian and Natalie:
Christians like Lillian and Natalie were skilled at practicing their faith in secret, but
they discovered that the more they honoured it in private, the more they yearned to
go public and share it with others.

Reflection:
“I do not sit with deceivers, / nor with hypocrites do I mingle.
I hate the company of evildoers; / with the wicked I do not sit.”

Psalm 26.4-5
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